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eruption to follow the course of a nerve. In certain cases the 
former places of vaccination exhibited pustules which began soon 
after, and ran about the same course as the pustules of vaccina¬ 
tion. 
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e .—THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 


Constant Currents ; their Physiological and Patho¬ 
logical Action.—A. Estorc has found, in confirmation of pre¬ 
vious experiments of M. Vigoroux, that in cases of hysterical 
hemiansesthesia the anaesthetic side offers much more resistance 
than the healthy to the constant current. When the anaesthesia 
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is transferred the increased resistance is transferred also. M. 
Estorc thinks that an examination for unequal resistances should 
form one of our means of diagnosis.— Arch, de neurologie, Sept., 
1882. _ 

Chronic Absinthism. —L. Gautier (in the service of M. Lan- 
cereaux) has noted the effects of absinthe, which, he says, gives 
rise to chiefly nervous symptoms. 

Enumerated they are : Remarkable impressionability and vari¬ 
ability of character; dreams like those of alcohol, or more ter¬ 
rifying ; hallucinations of sight and hearing, and delirium; hyper- 
sesthesia of the extremities, ovaries, and spine ; peripheral pains, 
which are symmetrical ; progressive paresis of the extremities. 
General convulsions occur. Digestive disorders, less pronounced 
than in alcoholism, appear. Sexual desire and power rapidly and 
completely disappear in men. In women an early menopause, 
abortions, and foetal death in the early months of pregnancy are 
seen. Victims of the habit die of pulmonary tuberculosis, and 
seldom reach the age of sixty. 

A premature senility of all the organs is found on autopsy, but 
no hepatic cirrhosis or atheromatous disease .—Thhe de Paris, 
1882 j Arch, de neurol., Sept., ’82. 


Old Hysterical Contracture Quickly Cured with 
Bread Pill. —An undoubtedly hysterical girl, bedridden from 
stiff legs, entered “ la Charite ” Sept., 1881. Besides the spastic 
condition she complained much of pains, and demanded and' ob¬ 
tained for some time morphine hypodermically. At last her 
attendants told her that in the place of the morphine a much 
more active medicine would be given, but she must use it with the 
greatest care, as it was a very violent agent. Two pills (bread) 
were ordered, of which she was to take one half of a pill morning 
and night. To hasten their effect the patient took both at once, 
and the next morning, although she said they “ made her bowels 
boil,” she pointed with pride to her legs, and, what was more, 
walked on them, a thing impossible before for eight months. The 
patient finally recovered completely.—Landouzy and Ballet, 
Revue de mddecine, Sept. 10, 1882. 


Hystero-Epilepsy in a young boy cured by Hydro-Ther¬ 
apy. —Father and paternal grandfather nervous and sufferers 
from migraine ; mother a sufferer from convulsions and wry neck 
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in her infancy ; a maternal aunt idiotic ; consnaguineous marriage 
of parents; brother and sisters dead with convulsions ; etc., etc. 
Starting with such a pedigree, the history of the case, forming the 
basis of the article, is given. 

When nine months old the child had fits ; was always very im¬ 
pressionable and subject to nightmare ; when eleven years old, 
true hystero-epilepsy developed ; hemiansesthesia, hystero-genetic 
zones, more on left side, and indubitable attacks. The treatment 
was tonics and bromide of camphor, followed by cold douches 
“ enpluie ” and “ en jet .”—Bourneville and E. Bonnaire in Prog, 
mid., Aug. 26, 1882. 

Hysterical Tremor. —An hysterical girl of eighteen, anaes¬ 
thetic on the right side, and subject to convulsive attacks, fell on 
the right knee and developed an arthritis. 

At the Hospital Beaujon (service of M. Lefort and M. Blum), 
she presented herself with, in addition to the above symptoms, an 
aphonia, an uncontrollable tremor of the right lower extremity, 
and trophic disturbances in the same. 

Immobilization of the limb did no good, so M. Blum stretched 
the sciatic with complete relief of the tremor, and troubles of sen¬ 
sibility and nutrition. —M. Carafi, L’ enclphale, June, 1882. 


Hysterical Coxalgia cured by free and forcible passive 
movements under anaesthesia. —M. Pofaillon reports such a 
case.— Gaz. des Mp., Aug. 5, 1882. 


Metallo-Therapy. —A male, twenty-one years of age, in the 
practice of Dr. Smith, of Newtown, Ct., was brought to Dr. 
Seguin Sept. 23, 1882. He gave a history of hysterical attacks, 
and an examination revealed a preposterous staggering, which 
necessitated a support on both sides to walk, and complete anal¬ 
gesia of the left side of the body, face, and tongue. Without any 
suggestion, twenty-dollar gold pieces were applied to the left 
hand, forearm, cheek, and tongue. In from one to three minutes 
sensibility was restored, completely in the tongue, partially in 
the cheek, forearm, and hand. The next day sensibility was quite 
normal in the left arm and hand, a little impaired in the cheek, 
and considerably blunted in the leg. There was hardly any stag¬ 
gering. A belt of gold plates was placed about the leg for ten 
minutes, when sensibility was found restored in the whole limb. 



830 PERISCOPE. 

On the the third day the patient left the hospital, claiming to be 
well.—Seguin in Arch. Med., October, 1882. 


Rebellious Hysteria. —A woman, highly hysterical, anaes¬ 
thetic, and amyosthenic, with more or less impairment of the 
special senses, had attacks, generally violent, lasting a long time 
and accompanied by loss of consciousness. When not convulsed 
she was a prey to ovaria, neuralgias, and spasms, now here, now 
there. All at once she had a severe coxalgia, with contraction of 
the corresponding foot. 

At La Pitie she was relieved by M. Dumont-pallier by internal 
administration and external application of platinum ; she, how¬ 
ever remained anaesthetic and amyosthenic. Now M. Burq saw 
her, and after a brief examination he found her very sensitive to 
copper. A copper disk burnt like a coal of fire on her skin. The 
effect of the copper was mollified by placing between it and the 
skin a disk of steel, which M. Burq considers, in the metallo- 
scopic scale, the opponent of copper. In this way the copper was 
made bearable to the patient, and recovery supervened.—Burq, in 
Gaz. des hdpitaux, Aug. 31, 1882. 


Angina Pectoris. —A woman of fifty-five, with no cardiac or 
pulmonary lesion, was suddenly seized with typical attacks of 
angina pectoris, lasting, some of them, two hours, and recurring 
several times during the day and night. All accessible sedatives 
not availing, the patient's sensitiveness to steel was ascertained, 
forty-eight steel disks were applied, a natural ferruginous water 
from Amiens was given internally, and the anginous attacks left. 
—M. Burq, Gaz. des hop., Aug, 31, 1882. 


Reflex Paraplegia : Recovery after Circumcision.— 
Dr. J. H. Blanks reports a case as follows : Male, two years old, 
became fretful, nervous, restless, and sleepless. In two weeks, 
unsteady gait, going on to paraplegia (?), and slight torticollis. 
Later, alternating convergent and divergent squint. A simple 
phymosis with one slight adhesion was removed by circumcision. 
Complete recovery in ten days.— Dub. Journ. Med. Sci., Aug., 
1882 ; St Louis Courier Med. 


Lead Colic Treated with Belladonna. —M. Bernutz has 
revived this treatment recommended by Malherbe and Picot. He 
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says these plumbic cases are especially tolerant of the drug, and 
he gives the extract in .05 doses every half hour until four or five 
doses are taken. As a purgative he gives two drops of croton oil. 
— Gaz. des hSp, July 1, 1882. 


Con v all aria Maialis, Physiological Effect of. — M. 
Germain See asserts that the aqueous extract of the entire plant, 
in doses of from 1-1.5 produces slowing of the pulse, re-estab- 
lishment of the normal rhythm, increased heart-power and arterial 
tension. Respiratory movements become more powerful, and 
dyspnoea is relieved. It also is a powerful and constant diuretic. 

He says it has no bad effect on the cerebro-spinal or digestive 
organs, and hence is superior to digitalis.— Acad, dc medecine, 
July 4, 1882. 

Alcohol. —Stanislas Danillo, after much experimentation, 
aided by the graphic method, asserts that alcohol in large doses 
first weakens and finally abolishes the irritability of the motor re¬ 
gion of the brain.— Arch, de physiologic , Oct., 1882. 


Ergotine in Cerebral Affections, Particularly Chorei¬ 
form, and in Troubles of Speech. —A woman of sixty, in 
the insane wards at the Salpetriere, gave the following history : 
After her marriage she evinced a tendency to walk, dance, and 
jump, as is seen in some cases of chorea in children. 

After a long sojourn in the hospital she became again excited, 
without marked psychic disturbance, and commenced to speak in 
spite of herself, and to make use of terms which she did not in¬ 
tend, viz. : she called her dormitory “ sacred music,” her atten¬ 
dant “holy sacrament,” her windpipe “a whistle,” etc. Her 
speech was regular but jerky, and interspersed with loud out¬ 
bursts, which confused and exasperated her. 

Through mortification she became taciturn, and at the same time 
she seemed paretic, and had a truly “cerebellar” walk, there 
was great excitation of the excito-motor reflexes. Withal, there 
was complete retention of the intellectual faculties. 

Sedatives of all sorts gave no relief. She was put on ergotine, 
.30-.40-.50 a day, with wonderful improvement. On the fifteenth 
day it was stopped, and she got worse. On resuming treatment 
the symptoms again disappeared.-—J. Luys L' enciphale, June, 
1882. 
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Acute Chorea Treated by Massage and Feeding. —For 
acute chorea in children the writers pursue the following course : 
Rest in bed ; massage and shampooing fifteen minutes twice a 
day, increased to twenty ; frequent administration of nutritious 
food (principally milk and eggs), alternated with fresh malt 
extract. Twelve cases reported ; four very much benefited, and 
all but one improved.—Drs. Goodhart and Phillips in London 
Lancet ', Aug. 5, 1882. _ 

Epilepsy, Treatment of, by Ligature of the Verte¬ 
bral Arteries. —Dr. W. Alexander publishes five more cases 
treated in this way, making eight in all. He asserts amelioration 
in all, as shown by reduction in the fits or improvement in mental 
power. No bad effects on the spinal cord, and no deaths occur¬ 
red. Permanent results not stated.— Dub. your. Med. Sci., 
Aug., 1882; Med. Times and Gazette , March 11, 1882. 


Strychnine. —M. Vulpian has found that strychnine in large 
doses abolishes the motricity of nerves in mammals as it does in 
frogs.— L' encdphale, June, 1882. 


Pilocarpin in Paralysis. —In the Gaz. des hop. for Sept. 14, 
1882, M. Cassagnau narrates a case of paralysis of the arm, fol¬ 
lowing a meningitis, in a boy, which resisted strychnine, frictions, 
and faradism, and in which recovery supervened after several ad¬ 
ministrations of pilocarpin hypodermically, .02-.04 at a time. 

R. W. Amidon, M.D. 
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